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Skopje, 26.08.2010 
To:    1. Media
    2. Ministry of Interior Affairs
Dear all,
The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia is addressing you regarding the case of the father suspected of sexual assaulting his three underage daughters, publicly disclosed on August 25, 2010.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind all media when reporting on events involving children, that one should respect the privacy, identity and integrity of children as well as the privacy and presumption of innocence of the person suspected of committing a crime. We believe that the reporting on this case should continue, but the journalists must do this in professional manner, taking into account all protective and technical measures that guarantee the privacy and protect the identity and integrity of the child.

Because the case is delicate, we ask all media and institutions to refrain from publishing photos, even if the faces are blurred, either from the children or the family or to disclose any other personal details because in this way it is much easier to reveal the identity of the suspect and of the juvenile victims. The reporting without paying attention to the protection of the rights and best interest of children may be detrimental to the integrity of the child, leading to further stigmatization and victimization.

In this respect, we would like to remind of:
· Article 3 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration. 

· Article 16 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child:

1. No child shall be subject to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. 

2. The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 

We would also like to remind you of the Guidelines for Reporting on Children of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ):
1. Consider carefully the consequences of publication of any material concerning children and shall minimise harm to children;

2. Guard against visually or otherwise identifying children unless it is demonstrably in the public interest;
3. Ensure independent verification of information provided by children and take special care to ensure that verification takes place without putting child informants at risk. 

4. Use fair, open and straightforward methods for obtaining pictures and, where possible, obtain them with the knowledge and consent of children or a responsible adult, guardian or carer.

5. Media should not consider and report the conditions of children only as events but should continuously report the process likely to lead or leading to the occurrence of these events.

It is in the best interest of the children to be careful of these details that may be harmful for the children, whose protection is our commitment.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia 
